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Community Lutheran Church                      September 6, 2026

Note: P: = Pastor C: = Congregation R = Reader

Prelude                                                Shirlene Everhart

Welcome and Announcements Invocation
Every worship service opens by invoking the name, the presence, and the power of the one true God, the God in whose name and by whose
power we became members of the Holy Christian Church in our Baptism.

P: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Confession and Absolution:

P: Let us confess our sins to God our Father.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake for-
gives you all your sins. As your called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His au-
thority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Opening Hymn                                                  Blessed Assurance, #511

Worship Through Our Giving
We express our gratitude to God as we give to support the work of the church so that more people may hear the
Good News about Jesus. Please ask an usher if you need an envelope.

Offertory

The purpose of our Community is:
“Building Committed Followers of Jesus Christ”
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Offertory Prayer
P: Blessed are you,
C: O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed
us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate
our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the
sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

We Worship Through Speaking and Hearing the Word of God
We read the Word of God to strengthen, encourage, and challenge us for the week ahead.

First Reading                                                         Ezekiel 33:7-9 [NASB]
7 “Now as for you, son of man, I have appointed you as a watchman for the
house of Israel; so you will hear a message from My mouth and give them a
warning from Me. 8 When I say to the wicked, ‘You wicked person, you will
certainly die,’ and you do not speak to warn the wicked about his way, that
wicked person shall die for his wrongdoing, but I will require his blood from
your hand. 9 But if you on your part warn a wicked person to turn from his
way and he does not turn from his way, he will die for his wrongdoing, but
you have saved your life.

The Psalmody                                                                               Psalm 32:1-7 [NASB]
R:  1 How blessed is he whose wrongdoing is forgiven, Whose sin is covered!
C:    2 How blessed is a person whose guilt the Lord does not take into

account, And in whose spirit there is no deceit!
R:  3 When I kept silent about my sin, my body wasted awayy
        Through my groaning all day long.
C:  4 For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me;
       My vitality failed as with the dry heat of summer. Selah
R:  5 I acknowledged my sin to You, And I did not hide my guilt; I said, “I will confess

my wrongdoings to the Lord”; And You forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah
C: 6 Therefore, let everyone who is godly pray to You in a time when You may

be found; Certainly in a flood of great waters, they will not reach him.
R:  7 You are my hiding place; You keep me from trouble; You surround me with songs

of deliverance. Selah

Second Reading:                                               Romans 13:1-10 [NASB]
1 Every person is to be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.
2 Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and
they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves. 3 For
rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to
have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the
same; 4 for it is a servant of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil,
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be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a servant of God,
an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil. 5 Therefore it is
necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for the
sake of conscience. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are
servants of God, devoting themselves to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is
due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; respect to whom
respect; honor to whom honor.  8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one
another; for the one who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the Law. 9 For this,
“You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You
shall not covet,” and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in
this saying, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong
to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the Law.

Gospel Reading                                                 Matthew 18:1-20 [NASB]
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. Mathew the 18th chapter.
Everyone: Glory to you oh Lord.
1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and said, “Who then is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven?” 2 And He called a child to Himself and set him among them,
3 and said, “Truly I say to you, unless you change and become like children, you will
not enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 So whoever will humble himself like this child, he
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever receives one such child in
My name, receives Me; 6 but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in
Me to sin, it is better for him that a heavy millstone be hung around his neck, and that
he be drowned in the depths of the sea.
7 “Woe to the world because of its stumbling blocks! For it is inevitable that stumbling
blocks come; but woe to the person through whom the stumbling block comes!
8 “And if your hand or your foot is causing you to sin, cut it off and throw it away from
you; it is better for you to enter life maimed or without a foot, than to have two hands
or two feet and be thrown into the eternal fire. 9 And if your eye is causing you to sin,
tear it out and throw it away from you. It is better for you to enter life with one eye,
than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fiery hell.  10 “See that you do not look
down on one of these little ones; for I say to you that their angels in heaven
continually see the face of My Father who is in heaven.  11 For the Son of Man came
to save the lost.
12 “What do you think? If any man has a hundred sheep, and one of them goes
astray, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains, and go and search for the
one that is lost? 13 And if it turns out that he finds it, truly I say to you, he rejoices over
it more than over the ninety-nine that have not gone astray. 14 So it is not the will of
your Father who is in heaven for one of these little ones to perish.
15 “Now if your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you,
you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen to you, take one or two
more with you, so that on the testimony of two or three witnesses every matter may
be confirmed. 17 And if he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he
refuses to listen even to the church, he is to be to you as a Gentile and a tax
collector. 18 Truly I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in
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heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.
19 “Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may
ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven. 20 For where two or
three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Everyone: Praise to you oh Christ.

We Respond to God’s Word by Confessing Our Faith
As we recite together the words of the Apostles’ Creed, we join the worldwide chorus of followers of Jesus, who, for centuries,
have confessed their faith through this simple declaration.

C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the
dead; He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God, the
Father Almighty; from there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Sermon Hymn: Immortal Invisible, #184

Sermon:     "The Lost One" Pastor Gallagher

Message Notes:
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Prayers of the Church:

Communion Hymn:                    My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less, #507

Everyone who confesses Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior and believes that He is truly present in
this meal is welcome and invited to join us. Together we receive anew the love and grace that God
pours out to us through the sacrifice of Christ on the cross. Come hold in your hands and taste on your
lips the love He poured out for you.

Communion — If you prefer grape juice instead of wine, please hold up 2 fingers when you reach the
person with the cups.

Pastor: The Words of Our Lord…(Consecration of the Elements)

Everyone: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and
the Power, and the Glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Distribution,

Benediction:

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give
you peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen

P: Sending Hymn:      O For a Thousand Tongues, #181

P: Serve the Lord and Go in Peace.
C: Thanks be to God

~~~~~~~

Postlude Music
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Mark Your Calendar
All the following are Sunday dates:

September 6, 2026 - 30-minute Bible Study after Worship & refreshments

September 13, 2026 - 30-minute Bible Study after Worship & refreshments

September 20, 2026 - after worship & fellowship—Council Meeting

September 27, 2026 - 30-minute Bible Study after Worship & refreshments

November 1, 2026 - Once a quarter, we will be collecting a special offering in the
‘Missions Giving Box’ on your way in or out of the Sanctuary for our Missionaries.
This offering is above and beyond our regular giving. In planning ahead, we will
repeat the Love Offerings in 2026 on the first Sunday in February, May, August &
November.
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Community Lutheran Church, AFLC*: 760.722.3337
4507 Mission Avenue, Oceanside, CA 92057
www.cloceanside.com

Building Committed Followers of Jesus Christ

~~~~~~~

Weekly Schedule:
Sundays: 10:00 am Worship Service & Sunday School

11:00 am Community Fellowship Time
30-minute Bible Study
~11:15 am Council Meeting, on 3rd Sunday of each month

For more information, please visit:
Website: www.cloceanside.com:

Facebook Page: Community Lutheran Oceanside

AFLC [Association of Free Lutheran Congregations]: aflc.org

Prayer Chain Requests
Please mark the Connection Card very clearly … your request is for Pastor
only or you want the prayer chain to pray for your request.

Children’s Activity Items

These are available for younger children during the service.
They are in the cabinets at the back of the church to the left of
the Prayer Room.
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