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Community Lutheran Church         Decmber 28, 2025 

Prelude  Aretta Engelhardt or Shirlene Everhart 

Welcome and Announcements 

Invocation 
Every worship service opens by invoking the name, the presence, and the power of the one true God, the God in whose name and by whose 
power we became members of the Holy Christian Church in our Baptism. 

  P:  In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
  C:  Amen. 

Confession and Absolution: 

P: Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 

C:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  

P:   Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake for-
gives you all your sins. As your called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His au-
thority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Opening Hymn  O Come, O Come Emmanuel, #2 

Worship Through Our Giving 
We express our gratitude to God as we give to support the work of the church so that more people may hear the 
Good News about Jesus. Please ask an usher if you need an envelope.  

Offertory 

Note:  P:  = Pastor      C:  = Congregation 



The purpose of our Community is: 

 “Building Committed Followers of Jesus Christ”  
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We Worship Through Speaking and Hearing the Word of God 
  We read the Word of God to strengthen, encourage, and challenge us for the week ahead. 

 

First Reading                                                            Isaiah 63:7-14 [NASB] 
 

7 
I shall make mention of the lovingkindnesses of the Lord, the praises of the Lord, 

According to all that the Lord has granted us, And the great goodness toward the 
house of Israel, Which He has granted them according to His compassion And accord-
ing to the abundance of His loving kindnesses. 

8 
For He said, “Surely, they are My peo-

ple, Sons who will not deal falsely.” So He became their Savior. 
9 
In all their affliction 

tion He was afflicted, And the angel of His presence saved them; In His love and in His 
mercy He redeemed them, And He lifted them and carried them all the days of old. 
10 

But they rebelled And grieved His Holy Spirit; Therefore He turned Himself to be-
come their enemy, He fought against them. 

11 
Then His people remembered the days 

of old, of Moses. Where is He who brought them up out of the sea with the shepherds 
of His flock? Where is He who put His Holy Spirit in the midst of them, 

12 
Who caused 

His glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses, Who divided the waters before them 
to make for Himself an everlasting name, 

13 
Who led them through the depths? Like the 

horse in the wilderness, they did not stumble; 
14 

As the cattle which go down into the 
valley, The Spirit of the Lord gave them rest. So You led Your people, To make for 
Yourself a glorious name. 
 

The Psalmody                                                                 Psalm 111 [NASB] 
 

1 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; Praise Him in the heights! 

2 
Praise 

Him, all His angels; Praise Him, all His heavenly armies! 
3 
Praise Him, sun and moon; 

Praise Him, all stars of light! 
4 
Praise Him, highest heavens, And the waters that are 

above the heavens! 
5 
They are to praise the name of the Lord, For He commanded and 

they were created. 
6 
He has also established them forever and ever; He has made a 

decree, and it will not pass away. 
7 
Praise the Lord from the earth, Sea monsters, and 

all the ocean depths; 
8 
Fire and hail, snow and clouds; Stormy wind, fulfilling His word; 

9 
Mountains and all hills; Fruit trees and all cedars; 

10 
Animals and all cattle; Crawling 

things and winged fowl; 
11 

Kings of the earth and all peoples; Rulers and all judges of 
the earth; 

12 
Both young men and virgins; Old men and children. 

13 
They are to praise 

the name of the Lord, For His name alone is exalted; His majesty is above earth and 
heaven. 

14 
And He has lifted up a horn for His people, Praise for all His godly ones, For 

the sons of Israel, a people near to Him. Praise the Lord! 
. 

Second Reading:                                                    Galations 4:4-7 [NASB] 
    

4
 But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born un-

der the law, 
5 
to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to son-

ship.
6 
Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the 

Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 
7
 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; 

and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir. 



                                                                                                             4  

 

[f you are able, please stand for the reading of the Gospel.] 
 

Gospel Reading                                                   Matthew 2:13-23 [NASB] 
 

Pastor: The Gospel according to St. Matthew the 2nd chapter. 
Everyone: Glory to you oh Lord. 
 

13 
Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord *appeared to Joseph in a 

dream and said, “Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him.” 
14 

So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it was still night, and left 
for Egypt. 

15 
He remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had 

been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” 
16 

Then 
when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he became very enraged, and 
sent and slew all the male children who were in Bethlehem and all its vicinity, from two 
years old and under, according to the time which he had determined from the ma-
gi. 

17 
Then what had been spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled:  

18 
“A voice was heard in Ramah, Weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her 

children; And she refused to be comforted, Because they were no more.” 
19 

But when 
Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord *appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 
and said, 

20 
“Get up, take the Child and His mother, and go into the land of Israel; for 

those who sought the Child’s life are  dead.” 
21 

So Joseph got up, took the Child and 
His mother, and came into the land of Israel. 

22 
But when he heard that Archelaus was 

reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Then after 
being warned by God in a dream, he left for the regions of Galilee, 

23 
and came and 

lived in a city called Nazareth. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the proph-
ets: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”  
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
Everyone: Praise to you oh Christ.  
 

We Respond to God’s Word by Confessing Our Faith  
  

 As we recite together the words of the Apostles’ Creed, we join the worldwide chorus of  followers of Jesus, who, for centuries, 
have confessed their faith through this simple declaration. 

 

 C:  I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;  
 

 And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy    
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the 
dead; He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God, the  

 Father Almighty; from there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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Sermon Hymn:                                                         Amazing Grace, #578,  
  

Sermon:             "No Longer a Slave to Sin"           Pastor Chris Gallagher 

Message Notes:   
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Prayers of the Church 
 

Communion Hymn:                      Come Thou Long Expected Jesus, #5 
 

Everyone who confesses Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior and believes that He is truly present in 
this meal is welcome and invited to join us. Together we receive anew the love and grace that God 
pours out to us through the sacrifice of Christ on the cross. Come hold in your hands and taste on your 
lips the love He poured out for you. 
 

Communion — If you prefer grape juice instead of wine, please hold up 2 fingers when you reach the 
person with the cups. 

 

Pastor:  The Words of Our Lord…(Consecration of the Elements)   
 

Everyone:  Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and 
the Power, and the Glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

   Distribution,  
    

Benediction: 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give 
you peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.  
 

C: Amen  
 

Sending Hymn:                                      Hark the Herald Angels Sing, #20 
 
P: Serve the Lord and Go in Peace.     
C:  Thanks be to God 

                  

~~~~~~~ 
Postlude Music  

 

Message Notes cont’d:   

_____________________________________________________________
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Mark Your Calendar 
 

All the following are Sunday dates: 
 
  

 December 28, 2025  - 30-minute Bible Study after Worship & refreshments 
 
 January 4, 11, 25, 2026  - 30-minute Bible Study after Worship & refreshments 
 
 January 18, 2025, 2026  -  After worship and refreshment, Council meeting. 
 

 
 

 
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Community Lutheran Church, AFLC*:   760.722.3337          
4507 Mission Avenue, Oceanside, CA 92057 
 www.cloceanside.com 

 

Building Committed Followers of Jesus Christ  
 

 
~~~~~~~ 

 

Weekly Schedule: 
      
Sundays:    10:00 am Worship Service & Sunday School 
                11:00 am Community Fellowship Time   
     30-minute Bible Study 
      ~11:15 am   Council Meeting, on 3rd Sunday of each month 
 
 
 
  For more information, please visit:   
   Website:  www.cloceanside.com: 
   Facebook Page:  Community Lutheran Oceanside 
  

 
AFLC [Association of Free Lutheran Congregations]:  aflc.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Prayer Chain Requests   
Please mark the  Connection Card very clearly … your request is for Pastor 
only or you want the prayer chain to pray for your request. 

 

Children’s Activity Items 
 

These are available for younger children during the service.   
They are in the cabinets at the back of the church to the left of 
the Prayer Room. 

mailto:Community_Lutheran_fb@live.com

